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COMET C/2005 T4 (SWAN)

R. D. Matson, Newport Coast, California; and M. Mattiazzo, Walla-
roo, South Australia, have independently reported the presence of a comet
in SOHO SWAN images during the first half of October (the object ap-
pearing rather faint in the ultraviolet images). The SWAN positions be-
low are from Matson. E. J. Christensen reports that Catalina Sky Survey
(0.68-m Schmidt telescope) images on Oct. 22.1 UT show a moderately
condensed, roughly circular coma of diameter ∼ 2′ in three coadded 20-
second exposures. R. H. McNaught, observing with the 1.0-m f/8 reflector
at Siding Spring Observatory on Oct. 22.4, reports a diffuse 1′ coma with
a 3′′ (FWHM) central condensation (used for the magnitude estimates be-
low). J. E. McGaha (Tucson, Arizona, 0.62-m f/5.1 reflector) reports that
his images on Oct. 23.1 show a fan-shaped coma of size 20′′ × 30′′ toward
p.a. 120o. A. Hale (Cloudcroft, New Mexico, 0.41-m reflector) writes that
a visual observation on Oct. 23.08 showed a diffuse coma of diameter 1′.5
and total mag 12.1.
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22.39809 16 28 24.83 − 9 17 57.4 17.9 ”
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22.40110 16 28 25.18 − 9 18 00.0 17.7 ”

Additional precise positions, the following preliminary parabolic or-
bital elements by B. G. Marsden (from 12 precise positions, Oct. 22–23),
and an ephemeris appear on MPEC 2005-U19:
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