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COMET C/2007 E1 (GARRADD)

G. J. Garradd reports the discovery of a comet with a 35′′ coma on
Siding Spring Survey exposures taken with the 0.5-m Uppsala Schmidt tele-
scope (discovery observation tabulated below). Following posting on the
Minor Planet Center’s ‘NEOCP’ webpage, numerous CCD observers have
reported on the object’s cometary appearance, including A. Lepardo, V.
Santini, and G. Sostero (Remanzacco, Italy, 0.45-m reflector, Mar. 14.1 UT,
co-addition of 60 unfiltered 60-s exposures reveals a diffuse coma of mag 15.2
almost 30′′ in diameter, elongated toward p.a. 290o); P. Birtwhistle (Great
Shefford, Berkshire, U.K., 0.40-m reflector, Mar. 14.1, poor seeing at low al-
titude; coma diameter 20′′ with only moderately condensed center, with 20′′
elongation of the coma in p.a. 300o); E. Guido (Castellammare di Stabia,
Italy, remotely using a 0.25-m reflector at Mayhill, NM, Mar. 14.4, coma
diameter almost 30′′); D. Tibbets and G. Hug (Eskridge, KS, 0.7-m reflec-
tor, Mar. 14.4, obvious coma about 15′′ wide extending more toward p.a. ∼
280o); J. Young (Table Mountain Observatory, 0.61-m reflector, Mar. 14.4,
round, 12′′ coma with bright central condensation and a hint of a poorly
defined faint, broad tail structure spanning p.a. 240o–310o, extending for
40′′ in very long exposures); D. Mayes (Table Mountain Observatory, 0.4-m
reflector, Mar. 14.44–14.46, bright round coma with a 7′′-diameter central
condensation, with an ill-defined 8′′ tail in p.a. 265o–275o); J. E. McGaha
(Tucson, AZ, 0.62-m reflector, Mar. 14.5, bright central coma with a faint
60′′ outer coma elongated at p.a. 275o); J. G. Ries (McDonald Observatory,
0.76-m reflector + R filter, Mar. 14.5, object diffuse and ≈ 15′′ in diameter,
slightly elongated toward the northwest).
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The available astrometry, the following preliminary parabolic orbital ele-
ments, and an ephemeris appear on MPEC 2007-E70.
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