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COMET C/2008 J1 (BOATTINI)

A. Boattini reports his discovery of a comet with a coma diameter of
∼ 50′′ and a fan-shaped tail 2′ long in p.a. 235o on Catalina Sky Survey
CCD images obtained with the 0.68-m Schmidt telescope (discovery obser-
vation tabulated below). Following posting on the Minor Planet Center’s
‘NEOCP’ webpage, several other CCD astrometrists have found this object
to show cometary appearance. S. Nakano, Sumoto, Japan, reports that im-
ages obtained on May 2.73–2.74 UT by A. Asami and T. Sakamoto (Bisei
Spaceguard Center 1.0-m f/3 reflector) show a coma diameter of 20′′ and a
tail 24′′ long in p.a. 230o. R. Apitzsch (Wildberg, Germany, 0.35-m f/4.2
reflector, May 3.02–3.03) finds a 1′ tail toward the southwest. V. Gonano,
E. Guido, and G. Sostero (Remanzacco, Italy, 0.45-m f/4.4 reflector) report
that thirty stacked 60-s unfiltered exposures obtained during May 3.02–3.05
show a compact coma ∼ 15′′ in diameter (total mag ∼ 14.7) with a cen-
tral condensation and an apparent tail 35′′ long in p.a. 280o. R. Ligustri
(Talmassons, Udine, Italy, 0.35-m f/5 reflector, May 3.08–3.09) writes that
thirty 60-s exposures show a faint tail 45′′ long. J. M. Aymami (Tiana,
Spain, 0.25-m f/5 reflector, May 3.11–3.12) finds a nuclear condensation
and a short, fan-like tail ≈ 16′′ long in p.a. 238o.
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The available astrometry, the following preliminary parabolic orbital ele-
ments, and an ephemeris appear on MPEC 2008-J17.
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V5579 SAGITTARII = NOVA SAGITTARII 2008

N. N. Samus, Institute of Astronomy, Moscow, informs us that the
nova announced on IAUC 8937 is being assigned the variable-star designa-
tion V5579 Sgr. Additional photometry from M. M. M. Santangelo, Ca-
pannori, Italy (cf. CBET 1352): Apr. 27.124 UT, V = 7.56 ± 0.04, B–V =
+1.33 ± 0.05. Visual magnitude estimates: Apr. 24.083, 6.7 (K. Hornoch,
Vohancice, Czech Republic); 25.35, 6.9 (W. Souza, Sao Paulo, Brazil;
moonlight); 26.29, 7.8 (R. Fidrich, Bakonycsernye, Hungary); 27.361, 7.7
(Souza); 28.361, 8.0 (Souza).
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